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Seed Mother 
Story of Jamuna Kirsani 

Malelguda Village, Udupa, Malkangiri, 
Odisha, India 

I have learned from visitors 
(and also attending various 
meetings outside) that our 

region is highly eco-diverse 
as well as one of the 

birthplaces of Rice. Our 
forefathers were agriculture 
pionner communities who 
domesticated and gifted 
Rice to this world that is 

the staple food to more than 
half of the global 

population today. Why we 
allow our own seeds to 

vanish. Who will protect 
our forests if the local seeds 

are lost? 

 

Now I have more than 161 varieties of Paddy seeds and 123 
varieties of pulses, tubers, oil seeds, domesticated wild food, 

vegetables and greens. 

 

I really feel proud of being 
an Adivasi Women and as a 
Seed Mother. 
I am Jamuna Kirsani the Seed Mother of my village Mauliguda 
in Malkangiri. Like me there are more than 70 adivasi Seed 
Mothers working in our locality to collect, conserve and 
propagate the local traditional seeds. We take care of our local 
seeds as we take care of our children and family. Women are 
best skilled to nurture the seeds. Seeds are our life and our 
identity. The knowledge around our local seeds and farming 
systems are travelling from one generation to the other and we 
experience it through our day-to-day life. We never buy seeds 
but exchange with other farmers. Our seeds were evolved 
through our intense resilience efforts across generations. Now I 
have more than 61 varieties of Paddy seeds and 123 varieties of 
pulses, tubers, oil seeds, domesticated wild food, vegetables 
and greens. 
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I really feel proud of being an Adivasi Women and as 
a Seed Mother. The community and our farmer 
leaders respect and come to discuss about farming 
wisdom with me. This process of food sovereignty 
campaign have for the first time brought Adivasi 
women to the forefront of community action in this 
male dominated clan structure. My husband does help 
me bring in sustainable changes to our farm. We have 
our own low cost vermin compost unit, the organic 
liquid to protect our crop from the pests. When I 
collect a new seed from other village my family helps 
me grow these on our land. We have layered cropping 
where creepers are grown above the tuber crops on 
traditional trailees. This inspires other farmers to 
adopt in their lands also. Farmers from neighboring 
villages do come to exchange their seeds and discuss 
about the cropping methods.  

We get quite a large amount of food, utility items 
and NTFPs as income from our forest. The 
emergences of market seeds are spoiling our land 
and our forests. These chemical inputs are costly 
and the crop is not suitable for our food. We 
simply do not like the market seeds. While we 
produce enough for our family consumption 
using our own seeds why we need to buy seeds. 

All my fellow villagers are small and 
marginal farmers. Being the Seed Mother of 
my village I facilitate the Annual Crop Plan of 
my village. All the families of my village 
bring their sample seeds and we sit together to 
plan for our crop based on the land types we 
have. This plan is being done on the basis of 
the types of land and other resources we have, 
the food needs of the families and of course 
the cash need also. Families are encouraged to 
exchange seeds they need with their surplus 
seeds among villagers and with farmers from 
other villages. Water is a scarce resource for 
us. The local seeds have all the traits suitable 
for our land.  
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In our small family farms now we grow more than 
53 varieties of food species along with 
domesticated forest species. Domestic animals are 
part of our live and livelihoods. Our families do 
integrate them in to our farms in more systematic 
way now. By promoting low cost and no cost farms 
we now retain our cultural identity and make all 
families, including the landless ones to turn food 
secure. The annual seed fairs are the new face of 
our cultural identity and bounty of the rich bio-
diverse systems we have in our locality now. We 
seed mothers bring in our stock of seeds and its 
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knowledge to this fair and exchange seeds for our 
villages. I feel really inspired looking at the dignity 
associated with our traditional farming wisdom. 
This food sovereignty campaign has helped the 
young generation of farmers adopting and retaining 
this traditional wisdom. Farmers have also regained 
the skill of identifying the beneficial pests in our 
crop as well as preparing natural organic repellants 
to control the damaging pests. Wish we would do 
more to help our families to market our produces at 
a premium price being the natural farmers. 

 


